
British Literature 
Mr. D’Adamo 
Chaucer Project – “The Student’s Tale” 
 
Geoffrey Chaucer (c.1343-1400) is most famous for being the Father 
of English Literature.  In his most famous work, The Canterbury 
Tales, his major innovation was to include the narrative voice of the 
social classes beyond the nobility.  It is in the tales told by lowbrow 
characters such as The Miller on the pilgrimage to Canterbury that 
comedy found its first literary outlet since the Classical Age. 
 
This project is designed to examine what it means to be funny.  In groups, you will engage in a scriptwriting process that 
will have as its end-product a filmed comedy sketch.  The stages in this project will be as follows: 
 

PART ONE:  Preparation 
1. Choose a small group of 3-5 students. 
2. View comedy sketches in class and take notes on the aspects of comedy. 
3. Individual Assignment #1:  Identify three “rules” for comedy based on our research.  Find an example of one or 

more of these comedy rules on YouTube and post the link on GoogleDocs.  [50 points] 
 

PART TWO:  The Pitch 
1. Compare assignments from Part One in your small groups. 
2. Brainstorm ideas for an original comedy situation in your groups. 
3. Individual Assignment #2:  Develop a “pitch,” a plot outline for a comedy sketch.  The pitch should include a 

minimum of 3 characters, a defined setting, and a conflict that creates a funny situation that must be dealt with 
by the characters.  Type up the pitch and post it on GoogleDocs. [50 points] 

 

PART THREE:  The Writer’s Table 
1. Compare assignments from Part Two in your small groups. 
2. Choose the best pitch and brainstorm three “what if” ideas to adjust the situation. 
3. Individual Assignment #3:  Develop a 5-act breakdown of the storyline for your group’s chosen pitch.  Type up 

the scene-by-scene and post it on GoogleDocs. [50 points] 
 

PART FOUR:  The Table Read 
1. Compare assignments from Part Three in your small groups by reading each one aloud. 
2. Choose the best scene breakdown and assign 1 or 2 acts to each group member. 
3. Individual Assignment #4:  Develop a script for your assigned act(s) of the storyline.  Expand the scene-by-scene 

on GoogleDocs by typing the script out in full. [50 points] 
 

PART FIVE:  Breaking the Story 
1. Read the full script aloud in your group scene by scene. 
2. Identify 2 jokes for revision in each act and assign every act to different writer than last time. 
3. Individual Assignment #5:  Revise the script on GoogleDocs for your assigned act(s) of the storyline, paying 

special attention to the jokes that need to be thrown out or rethought.  [50 points] 
4. Individual Assignment #6:  Repeat Steps 1 through 3 of Part Five again.  By now every writer should have 

contributed to every act of the script. [50 points] 
 

PART SIX:  Filming & Production (Group Assignment – 100 points) 
1. Assign each member of the group a job for the filming and production.  These jobs may be actors, directors, 

cameramen, or designing scenes/costumes. 
2. Meeting on your own time, film your group’s comedy sketch. 
3. Collaborate to edit the film and ensure that it is as high quality as possible. 
4. Upload the film to a YouTube channel and then post the link on the Edline discussion page. 
5. Individual Assignment #7:  Write a 2-3 page summary analyzing the process your group went through and the 

role that you played in creating the final product.  Reflect on (1) what went well, (2) what did not go according to 
plan, and (3) what you learned about comedy from this project.  Submit this assignment via Edline.  [100 points] 


