
beowulf project 
 

Background:  We have discussed literary heroes/villains and how they represent and symbolize the values of a culture.  
We have analyzed Beowulf as an epic hero who shows the value Anglo-Saxon culture placed on strength, leadership, 
pride, and self-sacrifice for the good of the tribe.  This project will have you working in groups to discover how true this 
is for other cultures throughout history, including the current 21st Century American culture we are living in today.   
 

Date Due:  The project is due on Monday October 10, 2011.  It is worth 100 points, but your personal grades may vary 
by participation and effort. 
 

Project:  Your project consists of 2 major parts –  
A. In your groups you are to do research on two real-life people.  One of these historical figures is to be generally 

considered a hero by their culture and the other is to be a villain.  The people may be dead or alive but they 
need to be recognized enough for you to find information about them in our school library.  In addition, the two 
people that you choose must be from two different societies, cultures, or time periods!  You may NOT choose a 
hero and a villain who opposed each other as a part of the same conflict!  (Also, both Jesus and Hitler are off-
limits – too easy!)  That being said, you will need to find out the following about your chosen people: 

1. Reason for reputation (Why did the society view them as they did?) 
2. Birth/death dates 
3. Major biographical events 
4. Major contributions/impact to society 
5. Characteristics, philosophies and attitudes 
6. Description of the society they belonged to (history, customs, culture, etc.) 
7. Social and geographic influences and relevant historical events 
8. Your opinion based on your research (Was the title of “hero” or “villain” justified?  Why or why not?  

Would they be considered the same in 21st Century American culture?  Why or why not?) 
 

B. In your groups you are also to do research on the epic form.  One element of this is to find information on the 
work of Joseph Campbell and his ideas on the structure of the heroic cycle.  Almost all tales of adventure can 
find some basis for comparison to this concept.  With that in mind, another element of this project is to compare 
and contrast your research on Campbell to each of the following: 

1. The epic poem Beowulf and its heroes and villains. 
2. The summer reading novel Grendel and its heroes and villains. 
3. The film Unbreakable and its heroes and villains. 
4. Your historical heroes/villains as researched above. 

 

Format:  You will need to create from your research the following: 
1. A PowerPoint highlighting the major points from your research, including pictures/graphics. (25 points) 

a. Aesthetics – form and flow of project from a visual perspective (5) 
b. Evidence of Research and Collaboration (10 each) 

2. A five-page analysis of your research in MLA format. (25 points) 
a. Mechanics – MLA stylesheet, grammar, etc. (5) 
b. Organization and Content (10 each) 

3. A 15-minute oral presentation to summarize your research to the class. (25 points) 
a. Diction, Pace, Volume, etc. (5) 
b. Evidence of Research and Collaboration (10 each) 

4. Process, including research time in the lab, will also count for a portion of the grade. (25 points)  [You 
must all register for a Google Docs account and use the features to collaborate electronically.] 

a. All edits and revisions to the project documents must be visible and shared with the instructor. (5) 
b. All pictures, websites, and files utilized must be added to the Google Docs project. (5) 
c. Each member of the group must complete the post-project survey. (5) 
d. Each member of the group must contribute in a meaningful way. (10) 


